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1. The Verified Gross Mass (VGM)  

1.1. The SOLAS Convention 
Further to the decision of April 28, 2016 published May 28, 2016 in the Official Journal, and reference 

to the European convention “International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS)”, it is 

required that shippers or their representative declare the full container gross weight (Full Container 

Loading [FCL] and Less Container Loading [LCL]), before their loading on board ship. 

The shipper on the bill of lading (BL) is responsible for providing the Verified Gross Mass (VGM) value, 

even if he delegates the VGM declaration to a representative. 

The input of the VGM value in AP+ is effective immediately . 

1.2. VGM Data Processing Into the AP+ CCS. 
The information on the Verified Gross Mass (VGM) is integrated into AP+ in the Export Container 

Announcement.  

The VGM is expressed in kilograms. 

Unless expressly agreed upon otherwise by the shipper, his representative and the shipping company, 

it must be provided to the terminal operator before the reception on the container. 

The inland waterway terminals are also notified of the VGM when the inland waterway reception terminal 

is informed in the booking (via the AMQ notification). 

The proposed procedure in AP+ CCS is designed to notify  Port Authority operators who participate in 

the port passage of goods that  the SOLAS regulation have has been respected. 

2. AP+ Data Integration 

2.1. The Export Container Announcement 
The entry announcement of a container is provided to the port terminal when the container’s reference 

is associated with the AMQ (handling unit) in AP+.  

In order to indicate the container’s VGM, a new entry menu is provided in the AP+ menu. 

Authorized users (shipping agents, freight forwarders, or shippers authorized by their representatives) 

have access to the VGM function in the tab “Marchandise Export”. 
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 Marchandise export/ Annonce / Verified Gross Mass / Créer/ Rechercher VGM 

 

 There is an option to go directly to the function by entering the shortcut within the field at the top 

right : ‘CVGM’ + enter 

 

 Several search criteria are possible: 

 By id. AP+ AMQ: example ECT00749685 

 By Réf. Conteneur/remorque: example CGMU0107169 

 By id AP+ CBK: example CBK00370246 

 By Référence booking: example GPPTP29062016  

If you use the last two search criteria, all the existing AMQ will be listed in the search results. 

 Example of search by the container’s reference: 
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 Note that the result is displayed on the screen: 

 

 By clicking on the pictogram to the right (of an image of taking a note), the VGM input form 

appears:  

 

The fields appear after having clicked on “Saisir informations VGM”. 

 

                                          Will be automatically populated in a future version 
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 Fill in the following mandatory fields (*) :  

- Poids (weight) , 

- Unité (units), en KGM  (in kilogram by default),  

- Signature tiers hors AP+  (The signatory’s last name certifying the VGM), 

- Méthode de calcul (how it was calculated) . 

 

                           Renseigné par =  the user’s business ID code who inputted the VGM. 

Then ‘Valider’ (validate) and ‘Confirmer’ (confirm) the information. 

 Obtaining of the VGM creation confirmation in the banner : 

 

 The VGM identifier displays at the bottom of the form: 
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2.2. AP+ Export Tracking  
 From the first consultation, it allows the user to know if the VGM value is incorporated in AP+ 

system or not. 

 For this first version, the VGM indicator will only be posted in the “Suivi Export Unitaire” 

 

3. The Weigh-in Data Entry Request 

3.1. Conditions 
 In case the VGM is not input in AP+ before the container’s entry on the terminal, you can 

make a weigh-in request using the VGM form. 

 The weigh-in company designated will be referred in the weigh-in request. 

 The weigh-in company will record the VGM value in AP+. 

 The actors involved will be notified of the integration of the VGM in AP +. 

3.2. Example 
  Fill in the weigh-in instructions in the section “Instruction de pesée”’. The fields are accessible 

by clicking on “Créer une demande de pesée’”: 
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 Two fields are mandatory:  

- Référence demande (Request reference),  

- Organisme de pesée (Weigh-in authority) . 

 

‘Valider’  

The following message appears on the top of the form: 

  

Then “the Confirmer (confirm) et envoyer (send)” message below appears in the banner:  

 

4. The Search Function 
 This function is accessed via: 

Marchandise export/ Annonce / Verified Gross Mass / Créer/ Rechercher VGM 

4.1. Searching for a VGM in AP+ 
 The user inputs the search criteria and clicks the pictogram to the right (of an image of taking a 

note). 

Example: 
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 The “VGM complete form” displays and the information can be read in the “Informations VGM” 
and “Listes des informations VGM saisies” sections: 

 

4.2. Searching for Weigh-in Instructions in AP+ 
 The weigh-in instructions are displayed in the “Instruction de pesée” and “Instructions envoyées” 

sections: 

  

 Possibility of viewing the details of the weigh-in instructions by clicking on the pictogram : 
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5. Notification Types 
 The AP+ export container notifications will evolve to take into account the VGM value associated 

with the container.  

 Currently, two notifications are proposed to authorized AP+ and notification subscription-only 

users.  

5.1. The Handling Unit Notification (Avis de Mise à Quai 
[AMQ])  

 To the terminal: the AMQ notification provides all VGM information after integration of the VGM 

information in the system. 
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5.2. The VGM Notification 
 To the shipping agent: the VGM notification summarizes the VGM data provided by the transport 

organizer (or the authorized shipper).   

 This notification is proposed optionally. The message allows the user to receive the VGM 

information automatically in the shipping agent’s information system. 
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5.3. Other Notifications with VGM Information 
Upon mutual agreement between the transport organizer and the shipping company, the VGM 

information may be transmitted after the reception of the container at the terminal.  

To answer all possible scenarios, the AP+ notification “Bon à Sortir Export” now mentions the VGM 

information. 
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The "Demande de Transfert Export" notification also mentions the VGM information. 
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6.  Goods Flow Diagram  

 

 

 

When the port community uses S)ONE SOGET TAS for the delivery of the container on the port 

terminal, the appointment process is done independently of the VGM. 
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If the AMQ specifies the inland waterway terminal intake location then the VGM weight should be 

associated with the AMQ intended for the specified, inland waterway terminal operator. The port terminal 

is notified at the same time.  

 



AP+ VGM 

SOGET – Docks Dombasle – 4, rue des Lamaneurs 
CS 20858 - 76085 Le Havre Cedex – France  
Tel : +33 2 35 19 25 54 | Fax : + 33 2 35 19 02 93 | www.soget.fr          17 

 

Bulk containers are also concerned by the VGM procedure. The weight of the LDE is not sufficient. It is 

essential to include the weight of the dunnage (material) and the tare mass of the loaded container as 

part of the VGM value.  

 

 

 

 

End of the document 


